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mined. Diamonds are mined to some extent,
and valuable deposits of coal, copper, silver,
iron, antimony and lead have been discovered.
Administration. Rhodesia is under the
administration of the British South Africa
Company, and the administrative system is
prescribed by British Orders in Council in
London. The administrator appointed by
the company must be approved by the Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies, and he is
assisted by an executive council of not fewer
than three members, appointed by the com-
pany and approved by the Secretary of
State. There is also a legislative council.
There are commissioners for each territory
and for the various districts. The natives
are given a share in the government, and
there a number of native commissioners.
Land has been set apart for native settle-
ments, the mineral rights being reserved to
the company; before the close of the World
War the company made a free grant of
5,000,000 acres for settlement by soldiers who
were in the service. Rhodesia was named
for Cecil Rhodes, the "Empire Builder57 of
Africa. See rhodes, cecil J.
Transportation and Commerce. The main
line of the Cape-to-Cairo Railway (which
see) extends through the protectorate from
north to south, and a branch extends to Salis-
bury and into Portuguese East Africa. The
entire mileage of the system in Rhodesia
exceeds 2,400. The Zambezi and a number
of other rivers are navigable. The chief
towns are connected by telegraph, and a good
postal system reaches all settlements.
RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS, a number of
scholarships established by the will of Cecil
Rhodes, for the purpose of maintaining a
certain number of British, American and
German students at Oxford University, in
the belief that "a good understanding be-
tween England, Germany and the United
States will secure the peace of the world and
that educational relations form the strong-
est tie."
They are apportioned as follows: Rhodesia,
9; Cape Colony, 12; Natal, 3; Australia, 18;
New Zealand, 3; Jamaica, 3; Canada, 24 5
Newfoundland, 3; Bermuda, 3; Germany, 15;
United States, 96 (2 for each state). Can-
didates from the United States must be from
nineteen to twenty-five years of age, unmar-
ried, and citizens of the state in which ap-
plication is made. The method of selec-
tion is in the hands of a committee in each
 state, and the chairmen of these committees
are presidents of state or other prominent
universities. Except in Massachusetts, where
candidates from secondary schools are ad-
mitted, candidates must have attended a
college for at least two years. Candidates
from the United States who are otherwise
eligible are not required to pass a qualifying
examination, but are selected on the basis
of their university or college standing, sub-
ject to any further test which the committee
may impose.
In 1919 an American secretary to the
Cecil Rhodes Trust was appointed, who may
be consulted on questions pertaining to the
Rhodes Scholarships in the United States.
Students may enter the graduate or the un-
dergraduate departments of the university,
and may strive for degrees and compete for
honors. See rhodes, cecil johk.
RHODODENDRON, a genus of trees and
shrubs belonging to the heath family. There
are about 170 species, found in the moun-
tains of North America, Europe and Asia;
all are noted for their beautiful flowers and
dark evergreen leaves. One of the best
known is the wild laurel, or the great rhodo-
dendron, found in the Allegheny Mountains,
where it may form almost impassable
thickets by the interlacing of branches. It is
a shrub or small tree that may grow to a
height of thirty-five feet. It bears large
white or rose-colored bell-shaped flowers, and
glossy evergreen leaves.
The catawba rhododendron is the one
commonly seen in gardens, where it is a
great favorite because of its beautiful lilac-
colored flowers. It grows profusely on the
mountains of Virginia, and is shipped north
for transplanting. Other species of equal
beauty are found on the Pacific coast. The
tree rhododendron of the Himalayas has sil-
very leaves. The rhododendron is the state
flower of the states of Washington and West
Virginia.
RHOMBUS, romfbusy a plane figure
bounded by four equal straight lines, the op-
posite sides being parallel and the opposite
angles being two equal acute and two equal
obtuse angles. See polygon.
RHONE, roJin, the principal river of
Prance. It rises in the Rhone Glacier in
Switzerland, 7,550 feet above sea level, flows
southward and discharges into the Gulf of
Lyons. With its tributaries—the Isere, the
Durance and tfoe Saone—it drains the south*

